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this never troubled him, for he looked upon the Bar as a means of liveli- 1874-1880
hood and his ambition was for political, and not legal, promotion.	A8e 22~84
He told me, one evening at his house, while still a junior, that he could
not accept a judgeship, but wished to be Home Secretary. I asked him
what he would do if, after attaining that position he had to resign it
owing to the defeat of the Government. He replied that he would return
to the Bar. But had that ever been done before, I inquired, and had a
Privy Councillor ever practised before Judges ? He thought not, but
added that he would do it, and I could see that he felt sure of himself.
Neither of us then thought that in four years he would be Home Secretary.
He defended Cunninghame Graham who, with John Burns, was tried
at the Old Bailey in connection with the disturbances in Trafalgar Square.
Burns defended himself. This was the first case that brought Asquith
into public notice. He had not long to wait for his next opportunity.
The Parnell Commission began its long Inquiry in 1888. Led by Sir
Charles Russell, he was ParneU's junior Counsel. I was in Court and
heard Russell ask him to take the cross-examination of Macdonald, then.
Manager of The Times. This masterly cross-examination was the turning-
point in Asquith's career. He often said that Macdonald was the easiest
witness he had ever demolished, for his prejudices had literally obscured
an honest, if limited, understanding.
The success came at exactly the right moment. He had been called
twelve years. When the inquiry, after Parnell's vindication, dragged on
for months, Asquith and his leader no longer attended it, and he was
free to take other work which came in abundance.
In January 1890 he told me that he was going to apply for Silk, and
asked me to remain in Chambers with him. Early in February he was
made a Queen's Counsel, and on the same day his son Cyril was born,
As a new leader he thought it right to go on circuit (the North Eastern)
but only did so once, as he was unwilling to be away from his family and
his Parliamentary duties for the periods that a. circuit practice would
require. There was, indeed, no reason for him to attend the circuit; for he
soon had as much work as he wanted in London. One of his early successes
as a leader was the Berkeley Peerage case, in which I was his junior. , „ ,
Work in Chambers and in Court continued to increase and his services
were in great demand by the railway companies and County Councils.
The Railway and Canal Traffic Act and the Local Government Act, both
passed in 1888, raised many questions of construction, in the exposition
of which his mastery was generally acknowledged.
Our association, was by no means confined to work; we often went to
the theatre when Parliament was not sitting, but he refused to come with
his wife and me to any concert, and always disclaimed an ear for musia
For the Easter vacation of 1890 he and I went to Provence and the
Riviera. At Nismes I induced him to come to the opera: it was Gounod's
Fawt and not well done. He had enough in twenty minutes, when we left and
walked round thd^Maison Carrie and the AmpHn Theatre by moonlight.
Many years afterwards I saw him alone at a Queen's Hall Symphony
Concert. Teresa Carrefto played a Beethoven Concerto, I asked him
what brought him there and he said that he had been told of her remark-
able personality. He did not allude to the music."

